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Sunday, June 26, 2022 

“FREEDOM AND FRUIT” 
 

 
*All words in bold are read together.   ** Rise in body or spirit as you are led. 

 

Gathering Moment  
 
Call to Worship  

The way of our God is holy. 
Holy One, we seek your presence in our midst. 
The way of our God is wondrous. 
Wondrous God, we marvel at your works and marvelous deeds. 
The way of our God is awesome. 
Awesome God, we call out to you in hope. 
 

Prayer of Invocation 
Liberating One, we keep you before us. Our souls rejoice and our hearts are 
gladdened. Our very beings find safety and security in your presence. We 
approach you with thanksgiving and anticipation. Enliven us to be your people in 
the world. Embolden us to live in freedom. Empower us to be your good news. 
Stand up in us and show us the path of life. Amen. 

 
Music Ministry  “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (W&R #68) 
 
Prayer for Transformation and New Life 

Restoring God, too often we accept the conditions of the world around us and 
impose limitations on what is possible. We bind ourselves to societal 
conventions, norms, and pressure rather than follow you and your way. We 
conform to the values of this world rather than pursue the fruit of the Spirit. 
Show us the path of life and freedom in you. Teach us to plant seeds of love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. May we perennially bear that fruit. Amen. 

 
Words of Grace 

The Guiding Spirit opens us to new life and leads us to right paths. Hear the 
voice that continually calls, leads, and companions with us. Life in the Spirit is 
constantly renewed and restored. Let the grace of God nurture our roots and 
allow our flourishing. 

 
Reading of Scripture**:    Galatians 5:1, 13–25 | Luke 9:51–62 
 One:   God is still speaking. 
 Many:  We are listening. Thanks be to God! 
 
Sermon   “FREEDOM AND FRUIT”  Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. Lindsay 
 



Moment of Reflection and Response 
 
Music Ministry**  “How Great Thou Art” (W&R #51) 
 
Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer (using debts) 
 
Call to Generosity in the Sharing of Gifts (Special Offering: Strengthen the Church) 

Jesus invites us to follow him in all ways, including the use and sharing of our 
resources. An accounting of our time, talent, and treasure that reflects our active 
citizenship in the kindom brings glory to the Holy One. These seeds bear fruit. 
Prayer of Dedication and Thanksgiving  
Giver of Gifts, receive the resources we bring. May they bless our community 
and our world. May bonds of scarcity be broken as we meet the needs around 
us with the gifts that you have first given to us. May we be gladded by giving 
and rejoice in generosity. Amen. 

 
News of the Community 
 
Music Ministry**  “Rain Down” (W&R #444) 
 
Benediction and Charge 

As you go in the world, stand firm in the freedom of Christ. Be guided and live 
by the Spirit. Glorify God and bear fruit. Amen. 

 
Postlude    
 
Fellowship  
 
The Strengthen the Church (STC) Offering reflects the shared commitment of people across the United Church of 
Christ to cooperatively build up the UCC. Conferences and the national setting equally share the gifts given by 
members and friends through their local congregations. The funds raised support leadership development, new 
churches, youth ministry, and innovation in existing congregations.  By your generosity to this offering, you build 
up the Body of Christ. 

 

This Week at First Church 
Sunday, June 26 

-10AM Worship in person, YouTube, FB 

-11AM Coffee Hour 

Tuesday, June 28 
-There is no bible study meeting today.   
Thursday, June 30 

-5-6PM Community Meal. Sit down only. Johnny Marzetti. Free. 

 


